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Chair Luke, Vice-Chairs Nishimoto and Johanson, and members of the House Committee on Finance:

The Regents Candidate Advisory Council (RCAC) of the University of Hawaii submits testimony In opposition of
portions of S. B. 563 S.D.3 H.D. 1. In general, the current version of the proposed legislation calls for amending the
form, membership, and functions of the Candidate Advisory Council, and modifies the date when regents annually
elect their board leadership. On matters that specifically concern the RCAC, the blll proposes:
0 Changing to the composition of the seven-member Council;
0 Consolidating the appointing authority on at least four, and possibly five of the council members (i.e. the

representative of the UH Alumni Association);
0 Deleting language in Section 304A-104.5 that sets the respective duration of the appointment term for each

council member; and
0 Increasing the minimum number of candidate names the Council must submit to the governor for each regent

seat being filled.

The adverse impacts of these proposed provisions are:
0 It defeats the original purpose and intent of the constitutional amendment (which was overwhelming ratified by

the Hawaii voters in 2006)
0 It usurps the subsequent enabling legislation (Act 56, 2007 Legislature, which was passed only after substantial

and thorough public debate and scrutiny, and a legislative override of then Governor Lingle’s veto);
0 There will no longer be a designated Council seat for a UH faculty and a UH student;
0 With the exception of the appointments by the House Speaker and Senate president, the appointing authority for

four and possibly five of the remaining members is the governor;
~ The seat occupied by the Association of Emeritus Regents will now be ex-officio and nonvoting;
0 No term ofappointment is provided for each council member after the Council is reconstituted pursuant to the

Act, and
0 The Council will likely experience a difficult time meeting the new requirement of submitting more than two

qualified names for neighbor Island vacancies.

Because of these adverse impacts. and Council's recent discussions with the Executive Chambers. we respectfully
gge the House to refrain from passing any legislation that substantively amends or modifies the form, membership,_
andlor functions of the Council.
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For the very first time since the Council formation back In 2007, representatives of the Council and a high-ranking
senior official from the Executive Chambers met approximately two weeks ago to discuss and pledge to each other to
establish a much closer working relationship. Council members strongly encouraged the Governor to begin the
practice of convening a meeting with Council members prior to the start of each regent recruitment cycle. What was
abundantly clear in our meetings is that the Council and the Executive Chambers share identical goals of seeking out
regent candidates who broadly represent the public interests, brings diverse skill sets and points or views to the
board, serves solely for the good of the public, and has the time, commitment, and qualifications to serve. We both
seek candidates who display a heightened focus on appropriate management oversight, and who want to govern and
serve in a transparent manner. We also shared similar experiences ofthe challenges finding qualified candidates
from the neighbor islands who are willing to serve.

The meeting also included a detailed briefing of the RCAC recruitment process Attachment #1), which is
comprehensive, transparent, well balanced, solely and exclusively merit-based. We also discussed the attached
roster of RCAC members (Attachment #2) and noted that the terms of members appointed by former Governor
Lingle, and Senate President Tsutsui ends on June 30,2013, and former House Speaker Say's appointment recently
resigned from the Council. The Governor’s office understands that even without the passage of any proposed
legislation, the membership of the Council is likely going to change.

RCAC members discussed at length the current roster of regents, Including the governor's recent nominees, the
board's aggregate skill sets, and the remaining term of each board member (see Attachment #3). This attachment
also highlighted that Governor Abercrombie appointed a majority of the BOR members. We also reiterated the
important distinction between selecting regent candidates and how the Board of Regents governs the university.
With a majority of the current regents appointed by Governor Abercrombie, improving board governance and
management oversight is clearly an internal board issue.

Since this is the first time the Council and the Executive Chambers actuallv held a principals~level meeting. we
respectfully ask the Committee to allow the current RCAC to continue unchanged for at least one additional vear.
Given the likelihood of new member additions to the Council and the renewed pledge between the Council and the
Executive Chambers to work collaboratively and respectfully together Is a major milestone in the RCAC selection
process. Towards that end, we strongI_v urge the House to refrain from passing anv legislation that substantively
amends or modifies the form, membership, and functions of the RCAC.

As to the other proposed provisions to improve board governance, including but not limited to the Governor's
removal of a regent for cause, and the timing of when the regents elect their chair and vice chair, the Council
believes those proposed changes enhances board governance. Regarding proposed language that modifies the
voting status of the Emeritus Regent seat, we leave that decision to the wisdom of the Legislature and the Governor.

Karl Fujii, Chair
Regents Candidate Advisory Council
University of Hawaii
Phone: 808.692.1218
Email: borapp@hawaii.edu

Attachments



_EE

M®5u8Qa\U8%8

I952

5&5:

3:‘
O_
Om

gga

22%

U5

__Q_ug:e___

_N:O_u__U_UN
Bu

¢E$___u%
W_

O_

O0

u

DU

O0

E®:=O

HO

>
___

O

MN

U>_

OM
U

ELM

:m_um _m

E

_m___mg

205%

22$

w_nmU__QQm
E
Em
E

__O_____

3_Ec§

wm___E°Z

mg

EUWCCU

Ea

83%

__2__“

5

Egg
2

®W:_EO:

mom

_O

2_§_

£_E2g

__2___@>Oo

é

Egmm
>_“_

UDEEEOO

__

961

E2

g

w_$EEO:

w_‘_OE®>Ow

D
D

_

NON
O
D

3%

E5
Egg

$>g_g_MM

Qu
0

Kw?

kN“_fE_%_8

Q__>__Uw

$_:__E8

____Ug__

EW:___O

V
V

mg

mm)

A
V

DZ

~_\g :§_X2W__

m%___uC8

_®>®:O_Es

_Cg£_g%_C£

ms ag

OZ

CO

MWENC
__(

$821

1
_
2

Y”
t

_

mom

WEEW

QWEEOZ

UUCC=CUU

DZ

“Egg

g

mom
M

_W__

96!

EC:

Egg

8_NEEO__

__Q____®>Oo

UM:

"201

CO

WWENC
___O

$805

9__%>

ESQ

20350

Em

g®_E2r__

65200

é

MU_U____Or_OU

ID

OF:

__OE¢)Oo
O‘

Q5

w

W mhmpzgwmv w whuuw

__O____gOm
B

_N___ED§w

he
UM:

Bg__ES

_N_____

®N__N{E

@_U2_O

g___e9_%D

_Q

mm:_u_E

_sg>®”_

m2%__g_8

qE_§_c

LEO“

__N
_O

@620

“___:O__mlUND

®>_g§$

E§$ _

é
HE©dWM
9
HUWWm3Wmpm

v
2
Co

MEN_U__U___NU
_O

$_mU_br_mU

gQ>§r_

)>W_>__2F__

$@=_E____OO

G:

_w__N__E‘_E®W

62$

>

__O_

WEWE“___NU

62$

r_O:N__U_U_W___OU

__2______
__O_

MENEUCS

UUENJU

__g__w

OZ

OE
g

EwE_;_O2

:5

gag

$__M%_~_U_ i_Q_

azam
:0

av

200

mm)

m____g%

_
_~
__

_U_
I

_§____:g_

IO__UN

__®€:_
__e

CZ

_r_8__D_%
O_

SEEK

w®_NE“ENU

§__%_

E_“__u_

“$55009

EM

225$
2

mtgw

___2__“

EEENUE

Q36

\¢QW\>b<

Egg“

gt

_t_>>

__g:Ou

%§_a___8§s__&(

MO)

‘W225
‘G

%E___8

€_%_w__8

U52

Q

6“
9
Q0

__W__5_g
LO

g_g_U___5

“%_%%%___m__$_N%UHHhV_M_%__w%y“WUO__kwN

E

Egg;

LE5

Q:_E$_%

m_____W_X®
_D

23096

Egg
Ea

“_U__g

>_g_6(

EN

g

__Q____n_
2:

Eg

W_ENO__ EN
__N

E2

2___gN_

_
_

_

g_W_U__U__8 __g_=_%_gOU

wEg__u__8

Ege

Egaw

__P_U@
2

$_O%

LE5
‘

F_wEU_:__o®‘_

_UU>_8U__

Wr_O__NU__aaN

__N

W>>¢_>¢__

O<Um

WWUCEUEEOU
_O_

g‘_%_‘_®_

gO_u8__ _%
__N

>>®_>$_

EwE______ow__

®_g_9_gC_8__E%g

7‘

7

2%__g_8C;U_5 _$N

éL

_w____U__Ewm___

gag

b3__\_B\

EN

d_‘__U_C_

__2U@W

£§____“_

“EN

=5;

63$

U__n__Q

Mzwgww
Q5

5:5

~_Dw:OU

%N58_$

EN

V_®®W

>_®>__O<

®mN500_5

U5

V_®®M

>_®>_UO< M
@

UNU__\__6®

Egg

Egg

Egm
5

83$

$§_8N>

9__Ur_g

5

gag

W_CWE:UD_U

__U___:DQ

kc

“Em

_m%_m__Xw
gm

DZ

gmng

gum

%; 

Amy
2
Ow

2%

___V_w

€___$_u
CO

mom

_

_

>

W)

_6__8m>_o

g

@

U

E
5%
g

OS“

33%

>_U__§_

_gMMw_%U
HWMHW

_H__mW_WM

E2
5”

Waggg

u<Um

53$

dNMW$
SBMHUP§_5

Sw€M0UNSmwm
U

WWEmd“mm3'GOSU
S

G___WU
V

H
dm

m_
Way

6
U dmAmm

w
M

H
#

_H_z_m:>EU4._H__H_¢

I

mg“
03¢

D505

$805
CO
SQ
mm

Egg

gar
B
>_

w_®>
5








	SB-563-HD-1_RCAC
	SB-563-HD-1_Tracey Imper

